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But none there was could heare, nor see, nor marke, Their eares so stopt, so dazeld were their eyes, With weather so tempestuous and so darke, And black thick clouds, that with the storme did rise Frd whence somtime great gastly flames did sparke. And thunderclaps, that seemd to rend the skies : Which made them in a manner deafe and blind, That no man vndersLood the Masters mind.
Nor lesse, nor much lesse fearfull is the sound,
The cruell tempest in the tackle makes,
Yet each one for himselfe some busnesse found,
And to some speciall office him betakes:
One this vntide, another that hath bound,
He the Main bowling, now restraines, now slakes :
Some take an oare, some at the pumpe take paine,
And powre the sea into the sea againe.
Behold a horrible and hideous blast, That Boreas from his frozen lips doth send, Doth backward force the sayle against the mast, And makes the waues vnto the skies ascend : Then brake their oares and rudder eke at last, Now nothing left from tempest to defend, So that the ship was swaid now quite aside, And to the waues laid ope her naked side.
Then all aside the staggring ship did reele,
For one side quite beneath the water lay,
And on the tother side the verie keele,
Aboue the water plaine discerne you may.
Then thought they al hope past, & down they kneele
And vnto God to take their soules they pray,
Worse danger grew then this, when this was past,
By meanes the ship gan after leake so fast.
The wind, the waues, to them no respite gaue, But readie eu'rie houre to ouerthrow them,